
Cession is thus degraded from ihe dignity " of a learned body of savans,"
to a level with time-serving and mercenary knaves.How can the jealousies and dissensions of medical men (for which
they are notorious the world over) be avoided ? Doubtless the violation
of consulting privileges is a fertile source of them.
You, Mr. Editor, and some of your gifted correspondents, are compe-

tent to set this mailer in its proper light before the profession, and in a

measure, at least, to correct the evil. Among the multiplicity of oilier
topics of absorbing interest, the subject of medical police, especially in
relation to consultations, has been loo much overlooked. At least it has
not been presented in such a manner, and through such channels of com-
munication, as to produce a decided influence on the profession at large.
Will not some gentleman favor your readers with an exposition of tlîe
rules of professional etiquette observed in consultations in the metropolis
of our State, where the medical profession is distinguished for harmony
in its councils, as well as for commanding talent and accomplished eru-
dition ? Let your rules of decorum be promulgated through the columns
of ihe medical journals ; let the subject be broadly discussed, and the
sense of the profession had upon it ; not invidiously, but iii its generalapplication, so that some fixed principles and wholesome practices may
grow out of it. Your obedient, bumble servant,

Wm.Workman.,Worcester, Mass. Oct. 25th, 1835.Worcester, Mass. Oct. 25th, 1835.

DENTAL SURGERY\p=m-\COMMENTS ON COMMENTS

[To show that we are willing to oblige all parties, the annexed commu-nication is admitted, although full of criticisms upon a noie of our own
writing, which we discover no sort of reason for altering.—Ed.]
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,— In the last number of your Journal, dated Oct. 21st, under the
head of Dental Surgery, you present the report of a Committee of the
Counsellors of the Mass. Medical Society, relative lo certain resolutions
offered at a regular meeting of the Board in May last ; and in your pre-fatory remarks to that communication, you stale lliat,
" A resolution was laid before the Counsellors of the Mass. Med. So-

ciety in May last, which had for its object an elevation of the practising
dentist to all the privileges and immunities of the practitioner of medi-cine—making mechanical skill in a particular department of surgery,equal to the acquisition of abstract science," and ihat " the adoption ofthe resoluiion would, in fact, have been ihe declaration of a learned bodyof savans, that a knowledge of dentistry, alone, was equal to the sum of
all that pertains to the healing art."Now, sir, I am confident, that if you had seen and read the three re-
solutions which were referred to the above-named committee, you could
not have made such a statement, but would have introduced the subject
with remarks calculated to convey very different impressions from those
in the Journal, above quoted.
There was nothing in the tenor or spirit of those resolutions which
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aimed lo " an elevation of the practising dentist to all the privileges and
immunities of the practitioner of medicine "—unless he shall have com-
plied with the requisitions of the Massachusetts Medical Society in ob-
taining a medical education, and thereby have become entitled to these
privileges, &c. whether he confine himself to one branch of his profes-
sion, or practise in all. There was no comparing of " mechanical skill
to the acquisition of abstract science " in either of the resolutions. They
were drawn up by an individual who would be among the last to think of
representing " that a knowledge of dentistry, alone," or any other de-
partment of surgery or medicine, alone, " was equal to the sum of all that
pertains to the healing art."The resolutions were prepared to be presented to the Massachusetts
Medical Society at their last annual meeting. They were shown lo se-

veral distinguished members of that Society, and were fully and unquali-
fiedly approved by them. There was not time to bring them before the
meeting ; and therefore, with the advice of the members just alluded to,
they were laid before the Board of Counsellors. The Committee of that
Board have discussed the subject of them, not perhaps in a manner, in
all respects, according exactly with the sentiment of the author of those
resolutions, but they have expressed the same opinions in their report,
with regard to the main objects ; and the measure which the Counsellors
have voted to recommend to the Society, by the acceptance of that
report, is such, and such only, as was proposed in the resolutions
themselves.
The only difference, therefore, is that, that Committee, after giving

the matter a candid and faithful examination, were of opinion that the
whole object proposed by the resolutions would be obtained by the
.amendment, or alteration of a single By-Law of the Society, which mea-
sure they accordingly recommended.
Relying on your candor, therefore, and trusting that you will willingly

correct any erroneous impressions which your remarks in the Journal
shall have made on the minds of " the advocates of order and method in
the arrangement of useful knowledge," you are requested to insert this
explanation in the next number of your Journal, and oblige

lour friend and obedient servant,
J.F.F.

Boston, October24th,1835.
Boston, October 24th, 1835.

LECTURE ON ONANISM.*
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

That the vice which has been the occasion of calling forth this lecture
has long existed to a deplorable extent, and that, as civilization has pro-gressed, and society has become more and more artificial, it has fright-fully increased, does not, we think, admit of a doubt. The medical pro-fession have, at all events, long seen and lamented its ravages. But
what could they do ? And what, indeed, could be done by anybody ?

*A Lecture to Young Men. By Sylvester Graham, Public Lecturer on the Science of HumanLife. Providence. Weeden & Cory. 1834. 12mo. pp. 80.
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